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October 29, 2003

WICHITA, KANSAS, MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO CONSPIRACY IN
EXPLOSIVE MATERIALS CASE

WICHITA, Kan. – United States Attorney Eric Melgren announced  that Gerald Lee
Dunnegan, 58, Wichita, Kansas, entered a guilty plea before U.S. District Judge J. Thomas
Marten on October 29, 2003, to one count of conspiracy to make false statements and distribute
explosive materials.  

Melgren said that the explosive materials in this case consist of special fireworks which
are also known as Class B or display fireworks and are used in professional fireworks displays.

Melgren stated that Dunnegan admitted at his plea that from May 1997 through July 1998
Dunnegan conspired to sell display fireworks to a resident of Wisconsin who held no ATF
license.  Dunnegan admitted that in 1997 and 1998 he accepted fraudulent ATF forms that were
prepared and submitted by a resident in Kansas for this individual from Wisconsin.  This ATF
form is required to be completed by the person purchasing the display fireworks and the display
fireworks are to be used within the same state in which they are purchased.  Dunnegan further
admitted that in June 1997 and May 1998 the Wisconsin resident drove from Wisconsin to
Wichita, Kansas, and Dunnegan sold him more than 1000 pounds of display fireworks for cash
knowing that this individual was going to transport these display fireworks to Wisconsin. These
sales were actually made through Sunflower Fireworks at Dunnegan’s direction.   Dunnegan
agreed to forfeit $410,466.53, the proceeds resulting from this illegal activity.

Dunnegan faces a maximum  of ten years in federal prison without parole.  No sentencing
date has yet been set.
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Melgren commended the excellent work of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives and the Consumer Product Safety Commission in this investigation and Department
of Justice, Office of Consumer Litigation Attorneys Jill Furman and Jennifer Grishkin in this
prosecution.

ATF Special Agent in Charge of the Kansas City Field Division, Mark James, stated: “ATF
aggressively works explosive investigations, such as this joint investigation with the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC), to bring these investigations to a successful conclusion.”

“CPSC’s investigative work helped connect the pieces to this puzzle and exposed a
dangerous conspiracy to sell highly explosive, professional fireworks,” said CPSC Chairman Hal
Stratton.  “Our coordination with federal law enforcement to stop this illegal activity may have
prevented deaths and injuries throughout the Midwest.”
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